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Appliances for the illumination of the operating table
usually involve the production of a high local illumination,
up to 10 foot-candles or more, by means of lamps mounted
in opaque concentrating reflectors. An elaborate system of
mirrors (Siedentopf system) has also been used for the same
purpose. In either case the intention is the same, to provide
a very strong local illumination from a source which should
be completely screened from the eye.

CHURCH LIGHTING.
The lighting of churches demands tact as well as skill.
There are usually many people connected with a church whose
views have to be considered, and the limitations imposed on the
lighting engineer vary widely according to the religious denomi-
nation of the church and the antiquity of the building.
There are certain broad rules, mentioned above in connection
with the lighting of public halls, that should always "be observed.
Lights should be so placed that they do not dazzle the eyes of
the congregation or the preacher. Nothing is more -annoying
than to have one's view obstructed by low-hanging chandeliers
glittering with light, and such excessive intrinsic brilliancy is
usually quite out of "keeping with the nature of the building.
On the other hand, the intensity of illumination required
differs somewhat according to the nature of the church. As a
rule, congregations worshipping in modern buildings desire a
good light. In most English churches a general illumination
over the seats of 1 foot- candle would he suitable. But naturally
it may not be feasible to light a vast cathedral in this way,
and the nature of the worship may not require it. In most
cathedral services the congregation do not take a very active
part in the services, and therefore do not require a strong light.
In the Greek and Russian Church, and in many Eastern mosques,
most of the services are repeated by rote, and there is no need
for the congregation to be able to read. Moreover, in many of
these old churches subdued lighting and a certain air of mystery
are traditional, and the introduction of modern illuminants and
strong lights would not be welcome. When the Bevis Marks
Synagogue in London was redecorated a few years ago it was
decided to retain the original arrangements, which axe modelled
on the famous synagogue at Amsterdam, and to keep candles as
the sole ilhiminant.